
 

 

Position of the African Union for the purpose of the conference held by Forum for 21st Century 

on 29 November 2011 reflected in the second draft of the negotiation paper, regarding the Global 

cultural issues. 

It is an honour for the African Union and it gives us a great satisfaction to participate in this 

important conference organised by Forum for 21
st
 Century in order to exchange the information 

and positions which is obviously very important due to the urgency of global issues concerning 

Human Rights. We would like to express the best success and our full support to the development 

and realisation of later results based on Forum´s proposals. We have attentively considered each 

individual proposition and after a number of discussions within the AU, we are presenting the 

following suggestions and positions. 

The African Union composed of 53 Member States, as an intergovernmental organisation, has a 

common vision standing on four stable pillars of Peace and Security; Integration, Cooperation 

and Development; Shared Values and Institution and Capacity Building. However, given the 

vastness of the Continent and interactions among different cultures, traditions, religions and 

economics with various historical backgrounds, it is still challenging to bring all 53 Member 

States to a common position and most importantly to attain later implementation of such position 

by them. 

 The African Union welcomes the sectoral approach drafted by Forum for realisation of the 

tribunal for human rights within the Security Council of the UN. We appreciate that Forum 

recognised different capacities available in diverse parts of the world regarding the global 

issues on human rights. We support implementation of the tribunal as far as the tribunal 

maintains its advisory function and decisions made will keep recommendatory character. At 

the same time we would like to initialise an open discussion on the current composition of 

the Security Council. It is a fact that the AU stands for 53 states and yet does not enjoy a 

respective importance in the Security Council. 

 In this respect, realisation of the national plans in which recommendations concerning 

rights to human security (food and drinking water supply, social security, healthy 



 

environment, stable institutions, transparent elections) should be implemented, is advised to 

be performed with regard to the conditions of each individual country. It must be stressed 

that differences among African countries remain deep. Therefore we recommend the 

introduction of various transition periods of national plan implementation for different 

African countries. It is inevitable to ensure functional democracies in order to pursue stable 

institutions and transparent elections, which is time demanding and resources consuming 

process. Furthermore we suggest that the outlined national plans should be subjected to the 

scrutiny in reasonable time period before their implementation by the committee of experts 

from respective countries altogether with the experts at the UN level. As far as the water 

issues are concerned, the AU is taking part actively in the negotiations in the environmental 

section of Forum for 21st century. 

 As expressed in the African Charter on Human and People´s Rights, we remain firmly 

convinced of our duty to promote and protect human and people's rights and freedoms 

taking into account the importance traditionally attached to these rights and freedoms in 

Africa. The Charter has been agreed with the respect of the Charter of the UN and 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It is our priority to incorporate human or citizens 

rights into the legislation of our Member States, as well as to the other actors of our society. 

Furthermore, there are bodies enhancing compliance with human rights, namely the African 

Court on Human and Peoples´ Rights, the African Commission on Human and Peoples´ 

Rights and other international agreements. Nonetheless, we are conscious of peoples still 

struggling for their dignity. Therefore we welcome the initiative of Forum to strengthen the 

human rights approach in different areas of the society, but first of all in poverty reduction 

strategies. Yet, the vast African Continent faces too many difficulties based on historical, 

cultural, and economic differences and so it is inevitable that the international community 

assists them by its experience and development aid.  

 The African Union is reaffirming its dedication and commitment towards protection and 

promotion of human rights on the Continent of Africa. Therefore we support the creation of 

a mechanism supporting the work of NGO´s to monitor states´ compliance with human 

rights standards and to coordinate public opinion against offending states. To do so, we are 

calling upon Forum to provide aid in the promotion of respect for human rights and 



 

Constitution in countries emerging from conflicts, assistance and exchange of experience in 

the production of annual thematic reports, assistance to promote press freedom and support 

to publishing industries and education system.  

 The African Union reconfirms the will to support the proposal to incorporate human rights 

into the legislation of our Member States. However, it is conditioned by the international 

assistance in the implementation of African Union Treaties by encouraging AU Member 

States to become parties to sub-regional and regional instruments, an assistance in the 

elevation of the effectiveness of African treaty bodies such as the African Court on Human 

Rights and the African Court of Justice, an assistance to include region specific aspects in 

the envisaged instruments and technical support for the implementation, monitoring and 

performance evaluation of this AU framework in order to effectively incorporate human 

rights in individual legislations of our Member States. 

 


